THE fflLY ROMA*- EMPIRE.

to 0:to the German king, the model of that knightly
virtue which was beginning to shew itself after the fierce
brutality of the last age.    He listened, descended into
Lcmbirdy by the Adige valley, espoused the injured
queen, and forced Berengar to hold his kingdom as a
| vassal of the East Frankish crown.    That prince was
! turbulent and faithless; new complaints reached ere long
his liege lord, and envoys from the Pope offered Otto
the imperial title if he would re-visit and pacify Italy.
I The proposal was well-timed.   Men still thought, as they
I had thought in the centuries before the Carolingians, that
! the Empire was suspended, not extinct; and the desire
] to see i:s effective power restored, the belief that without
lit the world could never be right, might seem better
'grounded than it had been before the coronation of
Charles.   Then the imperial name had recalled only the
faint memories of Roman majesty and order;  now it
was also associated with the golden age of the first
Frankish Emperor, when a single firm and just hand had
guided the state, reformed the church, repressed the ex-
cesses of local power: when Christianity had advanced
against heathendom, civilizing as she went, fearing neither
Hun nor Saracen.   One annalist tells us that Charles was
Selected *lest the pagans should insult the Christians, if
j the name of Emperor should have ceased among the
j Christians K     The motive would be bitterly enforced
J by the calamities of the last fifty years.   In a time of
I disintegration, confusion, strife, all the longings of every
| wiser and better soul for unity, for peace and law, for
j some bond to bring Christian men and Christian states
j together against the common enemy of the faith, were
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